7th & 8th Grade Description


The goal of this project is to make students think about what it would have been like to be a person living in a different time. Students will need to imagine what it would have been like to be alive during a different time in history. Each class will select a different period in history; for example, Ancient Rome. The teacher will select 25 or so different major events from that era and each student will research one of those events. For example, one student might research the invention of the aqueduct, explain how it worked, and described the impact it had on the average person. Another student might research and describe the assassination of Julius Caesar. 


Having researched the event, students will imagine what it would have been like to actually witness their event. They will write a one page, double spaced essay describing the event as though they had actually been there. The essay will take the form of a letter written to someone they know well. For example, if you were an ordinary person witnessing the assassination of Julius Caser, how might you have felt? How might you have reacted? What do you think the impact would have been on you?


Once students have their eye-witness accounts, they will record them into the computer using the freeware program Audacity, which is used for sound editing. This is done simply by opening up the program, clicking the Record button and speaking into the microphone. Once their accounts are recorded, they will go to the website www.freeplaymusic.com and find copyright free, royalty free songs. They will choose a song and add it to their recording in Audacity, combing their words with the music. Imagine Ken Burns’ Civil War documentary in which people read letters aloud while period music played in the background.


When finished with their recordings and music, students will add the file to Movie Maker. Online, they will find 10 to 20 photographs/paintings that relate to their event and add them to Movie Maker as well. They will choose to add themselves to one of these pictures/paintings. To do this, they will photograph each other in costumes authentic to their time period. Then, using the freeware program GIMP, they will cut out their own image and add it to the photograph/painting they have chosen. For photographs, students can use an effect that turns their photo black and white or sepia tone. For paintings, they can add an effect that will make their image look as though it was created by brush strokes. This will be the last picture in their movie. When finished, all students will work together to create an interactive map. 

To create this map, students will use the Interactive Board provided in each classroom. In PowerPoint, they will add a map to the first slide in a slideshow. To this map they will add dots and labels marking their events/places. They will link their movies to these dots so that when viewers touch them, their movies will play.
6th Grade Description

The goal of this project is to make students think about what it would be like to be a person living in a different country around the world. Students will need to imagine what it must be like to be an average kid growing up there. Each student in a class will select a different country on a continent. For example, in the class studying South America, one student might select Brazil while another might select Chile.  Each student will research the culture of those countries, focusing on what it would be like to live there. 


Having researched their country, each student will write a one page, double spaced essay describing what it is like to live there as though they are someone who actually does. The essay will take the form of a letter written to someone they know well. For example, if you were an average person living in Chile, talk about what your house is like, what your school is like, how you get there, what the countryside looks like, etc.


Once students have their eye-witness accounts, they will record them into the computer using the freeware program Audacity, which is used for sound editing. This is done simply by opening up the program, clicking the Record button and speaking into the microphone. Once their accounts are recorded, they will go to the website www.freeplaymusic.com and find copyright free, royalty free songs. They will choose a song and add it to their recording in Audacity, combing their words with the music. Imagine Ken Burns’ Civil War documentary in which people read letters aloud while period music played in the background.


When finished with their recordings and music, students will add the file to Movie Maker. Online, they will find 10 to 20 photographs of their country and add them to Movie Maker as well. They will choose to add themselves to one of these pictures. To do this, they will photograph each other in costumes authentic to their country. Then, using the freeware program GIMP, they will cut out their own image and add it to the photograph they have chosen. This will be the last picture in their movie. When finished, all students will work together to create an interactive map. 


To create this map, students will use the Interactive Board provided in each classroom. In PowerPoint, they will add a map to the first slide in a slideshow. To this map they will add dots and labels marking their events/places. They will link their movies to these dots so that when viewers touch them, their movies will play.
